IMUNCirLES AiNT) MEASURES. 



Declaration of the Convention of Radical 
Politica! Ahoiitifmistn^''' at i:^)/rac>.iSi', June 
'Zi'dK '21th, and 2Bf/i, 1855. ' 

\Vi-; beVicvc hbvohc/lding to bo an unsur- 
piiSbiKi oriino ; and wo liold it to be the sacred 
duty ot civil governtnait 1u ^fupprcsa orimo. 
Wo co),u>,'ive Kl.'iveholdir.g to he the aiinihi- 
i'ation '.if huniari ri_i;lits, and wc hold it to be 
tlic grand t'ud lUid mission of civsl govern- 
meiii: to protect human miy^ more, 

we hold th:it the govorinnejit which ainiihi- 
l;it('.s, !ns?o;ul of protecting human rights, 
!;.hou id ksLowu I'ot UK civi! g(n(!rrin^cnt, 
b=.U ^i:",;y a- u ounspintcv — ;in iisiirpiiTioii, 

V{v a(.,:urdiiii;!y declare and uiaiutiti!! tiiat 
there can i>e iiu leifiiiinato civil ;,'overa:nent, 
rightfully chi;i)iiHL': support and aii(-iriancc as 
.svK'li.. Tnat is not aatijori/ed, nav, that is not 
rno;'.iily and politically bonnd, to prohibit 
and to suppress .-ihivcholding. The re;-ponsi. 
bilitic.^ i:if civil {{overnniont, in this comitrv 
rcrftj priin-iirds , upon the ])e.<,>plr. In- whom 
thtir •■-■'.•,!! U)r!'^^i of g'.fvernrnent are insti- 
tutJjd, aiid who. iii; the ballol-bux, provide 
ibr their i>drnini;-:tr;vtio;i in c'.'.ufjrrnii.y with 
their v.-jshes. 

if thi; Fed<;-\'iil Gov(^rnnicnt, by the Con- 
stitution, is inoornpett-r.-t to thib tusk, then it 
is incorapetcrit to be a civil govornnUMit at 
all, or i(. seen re the objects set fbrth in the 
G:)n:^t;tur:n!i itself. It can neither ll>rm a 
more rierfeet nnion," nor ^' cstaldish justice/' 
nor " insure domestic iranqnillit v,'' nor '•{)ro- 
vido. f'.-r the c<in?.;non defense," in^r "pro- 
mote the gi nerai weitiire,"' fU'r s(-curc- the 
bk'SsiiJLfs of lil.icrty to ourselves and our 
posterity." 

But v.c deny that our fathers ever :it- 
tempted sueh an absurdity ns th.'>t of insti- 
tuting a civil j^uvernnic-nt withinU pov.xr to 
protet't the tiatunil rights of its ssdsjects — a 
goveriunent ''to estii'.dish justice," and "se- 
cure the biessiti-fs of liber'y," without powers 
adequate .'o the sunpri'ssiDn of sl;\vehoiding. 
We elKdien;T(> tiie proof that when they de- 
dared \\ selfi.-vident ifiat all nien are created 
equal, vhey intended a portion (if {iietn to be 
slaves ; that svin-n tb.ey were p\iblicly ]->ro- 
e'iniming inalienable rights, they were secretly 
piottintf (ni|"'arai!e]ef] wrongs; that, when 
they •* apjieaied to the Supreme Judge of the 



world for tlio rectitude of their intentions," 
they were acting the part of base hypocrites ; 
that when they proposed " to establi,sh jus- 
tice," they bound themselves to support the 
grossest injustice ; that under pretense of 
securing the. blessings of liberty, they en- 
tercil into a cojnpact for the support of slav- 
ery : Their language in the Constitution 
indicates nothing of the kind, but the oppo- 
site ; and there is no proof that their inten- 
tions were in conflict v\-ith their language. 
Wo deem it, tiicj-efore, riglit and jiropcr to 
construe the Constitution as it reads, nxiA not 
as the slaveholders protend that it means. 
And, by such a construction, the Constitu- 
tion retpfn-es the Federal Government to 
abolish slavery iu all the States. 

i^lore than all this, wo maintaii! that if it 
could lie proved (as it can not be) that our 
fatliers mentally intended to protect slavery, 
while their words, in the Constitution, re- 
(paircd its suppression, wc should still hold 
ourselves at liberty, and under obligations, lo 
use the Constitution according to its riffht- 
eoiis' languarfe, and against their nnrlijhteons 
iidetitions. If men use language fur dis- 
honest purposes, and with dishonest inten- 
tions, it becoines the duty of honest jncn 
who may succeed them, and to whom their 
writteii inslrumentr. are committed, to defeat 
such dishonest purposes and intention?, if 
they can, by ittterpreting the language ac- 
co.'-ding to its natural and just nu-anmg. 
Every enlightened and upright jurist v/iil 
thus decide ; and the decision commits to 
the Federal Governmenr, a Constitntion tha': 
binds it to suppress slavery. 

Wc deny that the Constitntion could have 
contained any valid recognition of slavery, 
because there was never any legalized slavery 
in this country to be the avnjcrt of such re- 
cognition. We deny that slavery can he Ic- 
gidized by any coiiceivablc process whatever. 
And, aside from this, we affirm that, accord- 
ing to the rules and maxims, eveti of si;ive- 
hoiding jurisprudence, arid of the Supreme 
Court iii' the I'nited States, tliere never has 
hccii any legalized .slavery in this connt'y. 
(,)n this point, we are ready to produce 
abundrmt testimony from eminent slaveholil- 
is.'g jurists and statesmen iheniseivcs. And 
the who!i> rfr-tory '>f :ilaverv and the slave 
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vtE^^I ^^proves'^^^^ to be truth- 



j^ a^fmi^t thi& general structure of 
Fperai C^ns^ as well as its par- 
tiiijular proy^ preclude the legal exist- 
<B3QCe of JIavery, forbid the States to mam- 
tuia ii^ -provide ibr the liberation of the en- 
slajveq^ and authorize and require, at the 
hands of the Federal Government, its sup- 
pression. The powers conferred on the 
Federal Government by the Constitution 
4re amply adequate to this object. And we 
deny that the exercise of those powers for 
the suppression of slavery, would be any in- 
fringement of Constitutional State Rights, or 
of any of the " reserved rights" of the States 
or of the people. 

With these views of the Constitution of 
our countryj, we feel ourselves prepared for 
an aggressive, not a merely defensive, con- 
test with the slave power. We take our 
position accordingly, and ask our fellow- 
citizens to do the 'same. We sue for no 
needless amendments of the Constitution, 
requiring the concurrence of three fourths of 
the States. Properly construed, it already 
gives us all we need. We attempt no dis- 
solution of the Union. The Constitution 
makes no provision for it, and nothing short 
of a revolution could effectuate it. We con- 
sent to no dissolution that would leave the 
slave in his chains. We demand the Consti- 
tutional deliverance of the slave, and of the 
whole country, North and South — a deliver- 
ance by the peaceful ballot-box, and within 
the power of the non-slaveholders of the 
United States. Wc seek not to amuse, to 
console, or to delude ourselves, or others, 
with mere idle eflbrts to prevent the furth|r 
extension of slavery, while admitting its Con- 
stitutional right to continue where it exists. 
We will consent to no compromise with the 
deceiver that keeps no faith with its dupes — 
no compromise with pollution and crime. 
We yield not one inch, for one moment, nor 
on any conditions, to the control of the 
demon, over any portion of our country, or 
over a single human being over whom floats 
our national flag. We are Americans^ know- 
ing no North and no South ; no slaves and 
no slave States. We are not only Ameri- 
cans, but men, and demand that, irrespective 
of race or complexion, all men shall be free. 

Believing, as we firmly do, that the time 
to maintain, to fortify, and to render effect- 
ive this high and commanding ground, has 
fully come, and that the occupancy of any 
lowe>' ground wonld '.nvite further aggres- 
sichs. ^d insUre'fiiAi- defeat, we resolutely 
take our stand on the platform already de- 
fittfcd; Our 'oolitic&l 'Activities must meet the 



demands of our convictiontf. We can con. 
sent to nothing less. 

With our ideas of the nature of civil gov- 
emment, of ou? Constitutional powers, of 
our corresponding responsibilities as repub- 
lican citizens ; with our views of the com- 
mon brotherhood of the human race, and of 
the equal rights of our fellow-countrymcin in 
bonds, the position we have here taken rises 
high above any mere calculations of expedi- 
ents, of availabilities, or of exigencies, how- 
ever pressing and portentous. The ground 
we occupy is, to us, holy ground; the 
ground of the trds and of the right ; the 
ground marked out by the instincts of our 
moral natures ; by our relations to our fel- 
low-men ; by our allegiance to the common 
Father of all ; by the divine law of lov- 
ing our neighbor as ourselves. We feel 
that our prayers to Heaven for the security 
of our liberties, for the liberties of the non- 
slaveholding States, or of any portion of our 
free territory, would be impious and ofTeu- 
sive to a just God, the impartial parent of 
all men, if, in the act of offering such pray- 
ers, and of putting forth our own efforts to 
that end, we should consent to leave any 
portion of our fellow-countrymen in bond-' 
age, entitled as they are, by the organic and 
supreme law of the land, to the saaie free- 
dom and protection with ourselves. The 
moral government of God ovex" theoiations, 
as revealed in the Holy Scriptures, and as 
illustrated in the page, of universal history, 
forbids us to cherish any exppctation of 
securing permanently our own i .oerties, or 
the liberties of any portion, of tho nation to 
which we belong, by any procesja short <?f 
securing the liberties of each and of p^l. 

The foundation priwiples of civU govern- 
ment, and of civil law, confirm us hi the 
same belief. The passt and passing history 
of our own country, and of the pending 
struggle between despotism and freedom, 
testifies to the same truth, and assures us 
that there is no rational ground to expect 
the deliverance of our country, but by a 
strict adherence to the great principles upon 
which our measures are fomided. To those 
principles and measures we cling, as to the 
sheet-anchor of American liberty ; and we 
call on all the friends of humanity, of the 
slave, of free institutions, of pure religion, 
and of our common country, to come up to 
the rescue, and cast in their lot with us, in 
this great struggle. "Sink or swim, sur- 
vive or perish,'* we are resolved to go for- 
ward. Our panojply is the Truth. Our 
confidence is in Him who is the refuge of 
the oppressed, and in whose hands are the 
destinies of all. 



